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EIGHTH INSTALLMENT

K'tty Gray, newspaper
S1TVOPSIS.

woman, finds In a curio
hop half ot a brokon coin, tho mutilated Inscription

f on which urousos her curiosity and leads her, at
tbe ordor of her managing odltor. to go to the prln- -
dpallty of Gretzhoffcn to pleco out the story
rested by tho Inscription. She la followed, and on
rlvnl In Gretzhoffcn her adventures while chasing tho
secret of tho broken coin begin.III
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I ...ny cortisiatt
! j jou tind It convenient to enter my room

once mora unaskod7" Kitty's eyes flashed in gen-un- o

Indignation as sho faced Count Sachio.
'it Is not your room, mademoisello, but ours.

' Wo pay for It and have control of it"
"So there was some definite purpose In secret-

ins mc hero away from my friends?"
"Assuredly, a purpose very definite, and ono

from which wo do not intend to be swerved, made--

Bmoiselle
"

thon do you purpose doing with me9"
"We plau taking you boforo tho Icing not the

jjjdng of Gretzhoffen, but our own king. Cortislaw
'of Grahoffen He wishes to see you, mademo-
iselle."

:( Kitty turned hack into the room and Sachio,
'' irritated at the delay, went so far as to take hor
'iby the arm to induce her to leave the room with
jhlni. She resisted him so vigorously that for tho

time he stood hack nonplused.
Dut at length the girl's powers proved no match

for those brought against her She was forced
from the room toward tho front ot the? building.

I Once more Kitty adopted the policy of Roleau
himself she ceased to struggle when she tound
struggling useless, and lay back to wait until a
time whon rcsistnnco might be more effective.

"Very well, gentlemen," said she. "Do as you
like. I am weaker than yourselves Sinco you
are men and gentlemen, naturally you are

Strong."
I Count Sachio made no answer to her biting

fewords In truth, matters had not gone so well
Slwith him as he would have liked,. He had been
lordered to report to his own king, and now must
Jfloon make that report, and certainly he could not
Htell of tho unqualified success which ho had so
jconfidently hoped. lie had not yet secured pos
fgession of both halves of the coveted Gretzhoffen
tfcoin. So all through the long and weary journey
(across tho open plain he for tho most time

a moody Blleuce, wondering perhaps what
Jshould be his policy when ho had brought his now-- s

caught tartar before tho king
j Arrived at tho capital of Grahoffen, Kitty was
tallowed small time to arrange her toilet or com- -

herself after tho fatigue of the journey.
presently sho wqs brought before King

himself,
found him an old man, thin, wrinkled,

irritable, excitable.
regarded the young girl steadily as

stood before him
this is the woman?" ho demandedof Count

I'liosc who stood humbly by.
same, your majesty Sho can explain what

desire to know."
king looked intently at something he held
hand. Kitty caught sight of it it was tho

coin which she had once possessed, which
been taken from her but lately by theso men.

Count Sachio had turned it over
to its royal possessor.

"Mademoisello," said ho, "tell mo what it says.
0.The inscription Is broken. I wish to know it all.
!jl am informed that you have seen both halves
j of this coin, and therefore know tho entire mes-
sage. Read it to mo at once."
:i Kitty took the coin In her hand as though to
xBtudy it, but swiftly put her own hand behind her
Sback as sho clutched it.
1 "It is my property," said she stoutly. "Not
seven a king can take away property without
jPcourse of law."

Even a king was astonished at tho effrontery
fof. tho young girl who held her possession until
two sturdy guards forced tho coin from her hand.

jkTho king smiled at her, a somewhat toothless
i smile.
I "So you value it? Many do. Wo are witling to
pay for what wo have, mademoiselle and tho
message of this coin wo mean to have. Give it to

3us, and you shall bo set free."
v "Tour majesty is liberal you offer what is al-

ready mine the right to liberty. But what you
,ask Is impossible for me. True, I have seen each
half of the coin oven I saw both halves at one

:"timo but never have I read tho entire Inscrip-tion.-"

h, "But you have seen both halves," wont on Cor-ftlsla-

"Toll mo, what waB on tho other half."
K "Your majesty, I cannot I do not know."

"By tho saints of our forefathors," exclaimed

IK "If this were in the olden days tho
chamber
"

Ehould show you something. But

ICt "Tho torture could wring only deception from
Mjae, your majesty, and that deception would bor of

iHP service to you. I have told you tho truth and
IMlthat alono can servo you. Givo me my liberty

BLa&aln and then perhaps I might learn more of
I'tiie other half of tho coin."

Mm- "Tho girl argueB well," said Cortislaw. "I nm
?at BUT0 "whethor or not she speaks truth, but her

Ifr&rgumont goos to the same thing in either case.
HftLet her go undor guard perhaps something may
Rlariflo to give ub further insight into this.
jfl MAs for you, Count Sachio, you have not yet
B succeeded In Tvhat was asked of you you havo
H not yet taught us whoro lies tho hidden treasure
B f Gretzhoffen!"
9 "Your majesty," roplicd tho count, reddening,
S '"It 1b but Inadvertence, which shall bo amended.
9 toy zeal I fancied your majesty would rather

' have this young woman than to havo the other
jM 'half of tho coin. To secure that may require yet
"jjlf toore time."

The king fixed on him the cold smile which his
courtiers had learned to dread, yot ho could not

ill to seo the shrowdness of Sacblo's reply.
'3 "At least guard her, then," said he dryly. "She
dSMjhall bo our gueBt until we learn moro of what
jjBH"ho knows. It means too much to forego the
irtMtoll reading of that coin these days. I mean to
iffflB.Wo it. I trust all my officers will realize that
eWfhct.''
JM' 'Mademoiselle," said Sachio to Kitty, lator,
JaMphon eho had beon withdrawn to quarters which
Hjpjlrtually wore to prove a prison to hor, "you
JMwtavo heard what the king has said he will allow
ilSVycu t0 return to your own country unharmed

' ""
if

31. '. "
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you but help him to the meaning of that Inscrip-
tion. What is It to you? It Is only idlo curiosity
brings you hithor. With us it may moan tho life
or death ot our country."

Kitty gavo herself up to certain reflections at
the time. As to war between the two kingdoms,
it it came, why should she aid Grahoffen against
the country with which she- - had become moro fa-

miliar? Neither had done her much courtesy, true,
but for some strange roason her sympathies wore
not with the country governed by this IraBclblo
and unlovely king.

"Think well, mademoiselle," went on Sachio.
"It Is a long way from hero to your country. The
coin can mean but little to you at best "

"It may mean much to me," broke out Kitty
suddenly. "Listen. This coin Is not the property
of your king or of that other king It is the prop-
erty of the people of these countries It seeks to
tell them Its story not to any king for his sol
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The King of Grahoffen Gives Count Sachio 24

Hours In Which to Bring Kitty and the Coin
Back.

fish purpose but it seeks to make known its
appeal for Justice and liberty. What, think you
tho people will forever be content to remain a
shuttlecock between you two?

A moment later and he had left her once more
to hei own devices.

CHAPTER XXXIII.

King Michael of Gretzhoffen.
Meantime in Gretzhoffen town the people re-

mained irresolute, uncertain, making no further
overt attempt at tho long-pendin- g revolution
And as they waited their king amused himself
after sucli fashions as had long been his own. Con-
tinually 'ho changed, sometimes hoping, again
dreading; and as often, as he changed ho sent for
Count Frederick, on whom he leaned in fatuous
confidence.

"But, my dear count," he reproached that gen-
tleman one day, "you have left one errand uncom-
pleted. M"ou havo brought us our coin back again,
that is true, but the young lady who wo fancied
would come after it still remains absent from our
court-- There has been no word from her for many
days."

"True, your majesty, she has disappeared, it
seems. I do not, myself, know where she Is."

"What, you do not? You havo not consulted our
wishes In this matter?" ,

"I am as much distressed as you majesty ovor
the mystery of her disappearance," rejoined tho
count, and for once he spoke the truth to his king.

"You havo made inquiry at her usual place of
residence some hotel, was It not. An absurd
thing, for such a woman as herself to livo in a
hotel."

"At her hotel," replied Count Frederick, "they
know nothing. They tell mo that sho comes and
goes at all hours, and leaves no word as to her
return. Nearly two weeks ago she left, and has
not yet returned. Tho management remains per-
plexed " I

"Two weeks so long as that!" exclaimed Mi-

chael. "Thon believe mo, my dear count, some-
thing Is wrong that young woman has come to
some hurt. Sho must ho found at once. If she is
not brought hack to our palace In tho next day I
shall send out a searching party for her I will
scour tho town, If need be."

"There may be many reasons," said Count Fred-
erick, "for hor continued absence. Perhaps tho
business upon which sho came Is not yet com-
pleted. Perhaps her employers havo called her
nway. Perhaps she may havo been intimidated
by certain obstacles In her way."

"By whom, Count 'Frederick?"
"Well, sho has seemed curious horself regarding

tho coin. Perhaps sho knew somewhat of it "
"So she also has studied this trinket that wo

gavo her? Very well wo meant It to provo of In-

terest."
"Doubtless. But regarding tho coin so many

threats havo been made "
"Threats? What threats? What do you know

of any?"
"Many things como to my oars, your majesty,

but I strive to keep thorn from your own ears so
much as may ho when I And them unwelcome."

"Tho most unwelcome thing that could como to
us, my dear Frederick, is tho absonco of this young
woman now. Whoro, think you, may she be7"

"I could not guess unless porhaps sho may havo
returned to hor own country in which case wo
shall novor seo her again, your majesty. Wo can
make examination of tho paBsongor lists of all
sailings within tho last two woeks. I will look
Into that. If Bho has not gone back to hor own
country, sho olthor remains in this somewhere,

"

or In some other near by."
"You do not moan Grahoffen?" s
Count Frederick nodded. "That is what I do

moan. In truth, your majesty, there are Gra-hoffo- n

spIeB In this city they were even at your
hall. Perhaps they concern themaelvoB with this
young lady. Why not? If they suspect that sho
had part of tho coin and It was oaslly seen by
any that once sho did have that part might they

not undertake to inaka trouble for their own pur-
poses with her?"

"But what good would como ot that?"
Count Frcdorick saw that his argumont had

gono too far for his own purposes. He did not
caro to toll tho king all he knew, yet his zeal for
Kitty had led him far.

"Much good might como to Grahoffon's war de-

partment, your majety, if thoy knew our secrots.
Porhaps thoy thought she could give some infor-
mation."

"But you do not predict troublo between us and
our neighbor you do not mean war?"

SI? fUfP
Roleau Knocks Down the Guards and Escapes

From Grahoffen.

"Your majesty, I predict nothing theso days,
but always it is well to be prepared."

"You disturb me sorely do not speak to ine
of war I cannot enduro the thought I do not
wish to hear of it."

As it chanced, much of this conversation camo
to the ear of one of Sachio's agents, tho spy Bar-tc- l,

still hanging about the city of Gretzhoffen. , lie
overheard enough in his passing by at tho time
of this conversation to be advised that the king
of Gretzhoffen intended to mako search for tho
missing American. Not hesitating, ho himself now
sped off for his employer to communicate this
news that ho had learned.

lie found Sachio aloof and discontented, out of
favor In the court, and somewhat at a loss what
next to do. Before him ho laid this information
ho had gained as to the feeling In Gretzhoffen re-

garding Kitty's disappearance.
At the thought of a definite demand on tho part

of King Michael or rather on the part of Count
Frederick upon their kingdom for the person of
the young girl, Sachio grew somewhat grave.
"This," said ho, "is a matter for the king."

But tho king was in no too good humor over all
these failures.

"What, Sachio," said ho, "you come to mo onco
moro with theso old woman's tales? If your timo
is so short before your secret is discovered, then
all the more reason for diligence on your part. It
is not tho business of kings to accept reasons for
failure in performance. Tho girl is still avallablo

complcto your errand with her bring to mo tho
reading of tho coin. I know woll enough that if
Count Frederick comes ho will be difforont from
his king."

Thereforo onco moio Sachio went back to his
bootless interviews with Kitty, onco moro plead-
ing with hor to givo him all knowlcdgo sho had
of the coin. And onco moro Kitty could no moro
than reassure him of her own Ignoranco of what
ho' wished to know.

Sho heard odds and onds of Information which
taught hor which way tho wind sat at Grahoffen
capital.

Kitty, really owing allegianco to nolthcr of theso
kingdoms, both of which had dono her such re-
peated Injustice, hardly stopped to ask herself why
sho found hor own leanings towards Gretzhoffen,
tho sceno of most of the Indignities sho had mqt,

Sho must escapo for every reason so she as-

sured herself. But how? v

From tho windows she had a full view of tho
well-kep- t grounds of tho palaco and of tho "boul-
evards surrounding it. Sho stood alono one day
staring out in scenoB grown fomiliar to her. But
all at onco hor gaze grow more intont, fixed upon
somo object not far away. A car was .standing at
tho curb. Sho did not remember to havo seen it
thoro regularly.

Tho two giant grenadiers to whom had been as-
signed tho duty of watching after hor in hor wan-
derings regarded hor as little more than a child,
nnd tho smiled as now sho pushed past thorn
through tho door which led ou$ to the gardens. .

Sho walked out to the car which stood at the curb,
I

regarding it curiously, as though it were tho first
car sho had ever seen in her life something very
far from true. Sho was only examining its mechan-
ism, so that sho might bo tho better able to carry
out thp sudden resolution sho had formed regard-in- s

it.
What the guards, who smilingly regarded her

through tho windows, saw was a swift leap of the
girl to tho driver's seat' her rapid movoments with
tho controlling lovers as she cut on the spark,
gavo tho car gas, threw in the clutch, throw, open
tho throttle, and drove away, the cut-ou-t muffler
roaring her own defiance to pursuit.

Kitty Hldoa From Count Sachio and the Guards
After Her Escapo From the Palace.

Hue ana cry now through all tie halls of Gra-
hoffen palace, and general uproar Count Sachio,
never too far away, was promptly on tho' spot.
When ho saw what had happened ho cursed the
tvo grenadiers with all his ardent soul. Even tho
king, himself, aroused from his midday slumbor,
Joined In these scenes of excitement.

"What has happened what is all thiB about?"
he demanded.

The trembling guards scarcely dared toll him
tho truth.

'What, she has escaped that prisoner! She
was of moro importance than any held here in
our own remembrance You shall all be held to
account for this. How now. Count Sachio, did
wo not give hor into your immediate chargo?"

"Your majesty, you did. I daro no explanation
of her escape. Only sho is gone.''

"And with her our only hope of success In tho
ambitions of this kingdom. You seek to explain
that to me? After her, dullard, and bring her
back in twenty-fou- r hours or else do not return,
you guess my meaning, Sachio? '

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Again In Gretzhoffen.
Pursuit? Kitty laughed at tho thought as sho

felt under hor the- - strong pulse of tho great ma-
chine.

She had taken tho driver's seat, and as tho car
was of tho loft-han- d drive, for the timo sho had
no opportunity to look into the tonneau, had sho
liked. Listening to tho swift purr of tho smooth
motor, she did not first hear tho sound of a chuck-
ling laugh back of her in the car a chuckle
which at length broke out into a hearty gust of
laugh tor.

Sho turned her eyes swiftly at risk of capsizing
tho car and found herself gazing directly into
the face of tho man whom of all others she would
most havo preferred to seo.

Even now ho camo crawling across the top of
tho seat to join her In tho front of tho car.

"Roleau!" sho oxclalmed, "is it indeed you? Aro
you always to be the deus ex machina in all my
difficulties literally you are that now!"

"I do not know what you mean by that, excel-
lency," said Roleau, as he took tho steering wheel
from her, "but I havo been in this machine for
somo timo. I was satisfied that did you escapo
from tho palaco you would need a means of get-
ting away. All I needed to do was to wait pa-
tiently. So you havo como. As soon as I could
mako my own escapo I secured this car a good
one and I followed. It was very simple, as you
seo."

"At least a near squeak this timo, Roleau," said
Kitty. "They never meant for me to escape."

"Thoy do not mean it now, excellency," said
Roleau, nodding behind him. whtjro he know" pur-
suit oven now was beginning. "I will drlvo now
as I have novor driven before. 'TIs a sweet en-
gine, and it rides well. They will drlvo fast who
follow us."

All of which was so literally true that beforo
long tho desert miles onco moro had spod be-
neath them and Kitty found herself again In tho
city sho was more than ever disposed to call hor
home. Thoy found entrance to tho Ritz hotel at
tho rear door, in view of their own travel-stalno- d

condition.
"Excellency," said tho grloved and pained clerk,

when at' length sho made hor way to the desk, "I
was on tho point of removing your belongings and
making other arrangements for your apartments."

"By what right?" demanded KIty. "They are
paid for In ndvance why should they not bo ready
for mo when I come?"

"But wo did not hear whon you would return?"
"There aro many things ono does not hear per-

haps you may hear very little of my own business
and my plans. I pay for service hero. Please care
for me, thorefore, and my man wo both aro
tired."

"You have been, Inquired for in your absence,
excellency. Tho Count Frederick of Gret-
zhoffen"

"Indeed, audi what could ho want?"
X, "Ho has been hero twice, excellency. But yes- -

terday be camo tho last time. He said ho cam
on message of the king which gave me warrant H
for what he asked." IH

"And what was that?" IH
"Access to your apartments. He said it was the IH

command of tho king." H
"And you dared give him such access?" ' H
"We dared not do leBs, excellency. He was " H

most courteous In one way asked many questions H
rogardlng yourself; but as to search of your apart- - ,' H
ments he mado none, or next to none. He seemed H
to care for nothing that ho saw, save one little H
picture, a portrait." H

Kitty remained but briefly in her own rooms.
Sho took a swift glance about. Everything Beemed H
in place, much as sho had loft it no Bearch ap- - IH
parently had been mnde of any of the cabinets or ' j H
drawers. There had been a little picture one of ' H
herself left on the dressing table. It wns gonel - i H
She missed nothing else. 1 H

f
CHAPTER XXXV. H

In the Name of the King. T

It was plain enough to Count Sachio which way H
Kitty would head in her flight. Her car was llttla L M
more than out of sight on the Gretzhoffen road " H
ore Sachio himself was In pursuit, ; , H

Count Sachio himself was no blunderer, and no I '
common thief chaser, but a courtier and a man '
of intelligence. He know it would be futile to H
make a direct demand of the hotel management H
regarding the whereabouts of the young Amorican. H
Therefore, while he himself approached the hotel H
desk to engage the clerks in conversation, ho sent H
two of his own men one of them Bartel, the spy, IH
who had been established here so long by way jH
of a roar stairway to find Kitty's roomB and re-- J H
port to him what they learned. i H

Ho stood for some time making polite speeches , H
with tho desk men and the porters, asking for cer- - , H
tain information as to routes and distances, but H
all the timo burning with Impatience that ho heard ' H
no report from his messengers. As ho stood, thero IH
came news of them startling news enough. There H
came shrieking down tho stairs, incoherent, bab ' VM
bling, a maid who called out to the clerk, or to ' H
any who would hear her! U H

"A man," she cried "A man killed In her room fv H
the young American's room murdered it is H

murder, I tell you!" - H
The officials of the hotel took prompt action. l vM
"Close all the doors," ordered the porter. "Clear H

the corridors at onco, In the king's name. Appro-- I H
bend tho murderer whoover It may be. Have tho H
gendarmes come at once. You, boy run I say." ' vM

It was hue and cry once more, and Sachio was H
glad enough that his own alibi was plain, for he M
knew not what now might happen. Ono of his M
men rejoined him the spy Bartel. The other re-- M
mained behind his fate unknown as yet. H

As for Kitty, she was at this moment once H
more away from her hotel and once moro In the H
stately palace of Count Frederick. H

Sho entered softly, leaving Roleau as usual H
somewhat remote, to guard against any sudden In-- H
trusion. Once moro she cast about a searching H
gaze upon tho details of the place. All its dls- - H
order had been removed. Spick and span hi mil H
Itary neatness the apartment lay beforo her. H

Upon the dresser, in full view, openly displayed, H
was a picture in a little frame a framo of silver H
set in brilliant gems. She looked at it suddenly H
it was the portrait of herself which onco had stood H
on her own dressing table In her hotel! Now it H
was here. Why7 Kitty felt a strange flush come H
to her face. - 1

Something now arrested her she paused, re-- H
luctant to resume a search which ever had been IH
distasteful to her. No. she would not touch, a thing H

had he not been moro respectful than herself M
of another's privacy? If he had taken anything M
from her apartments it was but this. And ap-- H
parently he had cherished it. No, she would not
search for the coin. She would leave this country M
disappointed, If need be. But this time at least H
with this proof of another's chivalry before her v M
sho would herself be chivalrous. H

But there lay, just at the foot of the little por- - H
trait, an object which caught her oyo. It was the
half coin of Gretzhoffen! IH

Yes, hero it was in full view, openly displayed, M
that any might seo It who liked, who chanced H
to be there. Apparently Count Frederick felt that H
all pursuit of the coin had ended that no longer i H
could any intruder gain access to his palace. M

Kitty hesitated for a moment. The appeal of M
the coin came to her once more. She took it up, M
held it in her hand, gazed nt it and once more, M
as so often had boon the case she found herself M
surprised at the very moment of her success. M

She heard Count Frederick's quick footsteps, hU M
calm voice behind her. M

"Mademoisello, again!" ,--; M
The count stood there regarding her. M
"Evidently, mademoisello, you did not realize M

that these repeated visits rendered necessary the H
installation of an eloctric system of my own devlB- -

lug you see, I knew of your presence, and as
you see, I have come You rang. Of what service H
can I be, mademoiselle?" H

"Leavo mo alone." panted Kitty, her faco hot, H
tears almost in her eyes. "I hate you! I hate

"I grieve at that, mademoiselle," said Count M
'Frederick evenly. "I wi3h I could say tho Bamo M
of you but I cannot. With every reason to dis- - ! M
trust you I cannot. Continually we cross swords,
do wo not? And you wore easy to deceive this l

time. See you are trapped as simply as a bird H
which stops Into its cage without hesitation. H

"Will you not give mo back my coin, madomol- - H
sello? Will you not assist me in reading tho mes- - M
sage of the coin, so that wo may make an end of ,
all this so that we may not continually cross'
swords with ono anothor?"

In answer Kitty darted past him, found her way M
Into the hall, ran she knew not whore. Before her 5

"

lay a little narrow stairway, and sho sprang up J H
it, hoping to find egress Bomowhore. Alas! tho
door that closed the head of tho stair was locked. M
Sho heard his low laugh as nn iron grille snapped H
across tho opening, cutting off escape.

"Won't you givo It me now my coin?" he asked. M
Silenco reigned in the groat white marble palaco M

of Count Frederick of Gretzhoffen.
And now, far off in other parts of the city,

where men sought one who had done a crime, H
there rose Jn the streets the sound of hurrying H
feet, with tho warning cry, "In tho name of the
king!" H

(TO BE CONTINUED.) ' M


